
 
 
Accomplished children’s picture book illustrator (soon to be author) of –  

- The Kissing Hand - 6 million books sold 
- Sassafras 
- Happy Mamas 
- Otters, Snails and Tadpole Tails – released Jan 2, 2019  

 
Ruth is from England, and with no formal art training and very little education, she is proof 
that hard work and tireless pursuit of a dream brings boundless rewards. After illustrating 
her first two books she followed another dream and became a K-6th and summer school art 
teacher, wrote an accredited art curriculum, has spoken and taught sessions at several 
professional conferences and is an active member of SCBWI. She has also been guest 
speaker at MANY schools and libraries over the last 25 years. 
___________________________________ 
 
Hello! My visit will be upbeat and participatory to encourage all children – whether writers 
or artists or not – to find and follow their gifts, to work really hard, and not give up. I hope 
to give them new eyes into the wondrous world of books, nonetheless! 
 
Grades: K-6;  Preferred audience size: Any – one class, several, or an assembly  
Presentations per day (45 minutes): 1-3; plus evening 
Suggested Honorarium* (see site for listed fundraising options): 

- 1 presentation: $350    - 2 presentations: $550    - Full day (3) - $750 
Contact Ruth for flexible rates, family literacy nights, book fairs, Skype, speaker/Keynotes.  
*Add mileage for more than one hour travel time from Omaha, NE/Council Bluffs, IA. 
Per diem charged for 2.5+ hours away; (i.e. out of state). Out of local area: same as local+. 
 
Equipment:  Overhead, microphone, and flip-pad on an easel. Large assemblies – prefer a 
wireless microphone (hands free to show art and stuff!).  
 
Presentation Topics (see attached document for more details) 
All begin with a VERY brief bit about me and short drawing demo at the end: 

1) My Talent, Your Talent – we all have one (K-4) 
2) The Color of Picture Books – do you feel it? (K-6) 
3) Reading and Math in bookmaking – planning, working to scale (3-6) 
4) Journaling – the foundation for artists and writers (3-6) 
5) Drawing through class – to help us remember facts (students draw along) (2-6)  
6) How Picture Books are Made – process from A to Z (Customized 1-6) 

Prior to my visit I will: 
• Provide you a suggested reading list (not just my books!); signed bookmarks to print 
• Send optional pre-book ordering form, so I can sign them on site; In general, I will 

not bring books for sale, and do not make royalties of profit from sales 
• Send a page about me (fodder for questions) which can be used as a flyer 
• Send a suggested Lesson Plan & Activity sheet (involve and motivate them!) 
• Send a contract to make sure we are both on the same page and stay there. 

NOTE: Tell me about a unit you’re currently studying and I’ll customize a session. Let’s talk! 
ADULT SESSION– Art in all Subjects – ways to simply and easily to include ‘art’ each day.  


